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E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: PTER, PREL, KN, KS 

SUBJECT: KAL 858: POLCOUNS' DEC 8 MEETING WITH MOFA 
DIRGEN SOH 

KEFS : (A) BELGRADE 12125 (B) STATE 378834 
(C) SEOUL 14271 

1. SECRET - ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. POLCOUNS AND POLOFF CALLED ON MOFA ASIAN AFFAIRS 
DIRECTOR GENERAL SOH BYUNG YONG DECEMBER 8 TO SHARE THE 
MAIN POINTS OF KEF A REPORTING ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE 
"HACHIYA" COUPLE IN BELGRADE. SOH EXPRESSED PARTICULAR 
INTEREST IN THE VIEW THAT THEY COULD NOT HAVE SMUGGLED AN 
"OPERATIONAL" BOMB THROUGH BELGRADE AIRPORT SECURITY. HE 
INTERPRETED THIS QUALIFICATION AS LEAVING OPEN THE 
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POSSIBILITY THAT PARTS OF AN EXPLOSIVE DEVICE MIGHT HAVE 
GOTTEN THROUGH UNDETECTED, AN INTERPRETATION POLCOUNS 
NOTED IS POSSIBLE BUT NOT MADE EXPLICIT IN OUR REPORT. 
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4. WHILE NOT COMMENTING ON THE STATUS OF THE ROKG' S 
EXTRADITION NEGOTIATIONS WITH BAHRAIN, SOH INDICATED THAT 
HE IS SEIZED WITH THE PROBLEM OF ASSURING THE SECURITY OF 
THE AIRCRAFT WHICH THE ROKG PLANS TO SEND TO MANAMA TO 
BRING "MAYUMI HACHIYA" AND THE CORPSE OF HER CAMPANION TO 
SEOUL. HE COMPLAINED THAT SECRECY IS VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE 
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GIVEN THE MEDIA'S INTENSIVE SCRUTINY OF ALL ASPECTS OF THE 
CASE. (COMMENT: ROK MEDIA ARE CARRYING CONFLICTING 
REPORTS OF THE TIMING OF THEIR ARRIVAL HERE, SOME 
SUGGESTING THAT IT IS LIKELY IN "SEVERAL DAYS", WHILE 
OTHERS PREDICT THAT IT WILL TAKE LONGER. END COMMENT.) 
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US ASSISTANCE 



6. POLCOUNS SAID WE EXPECT SHORTLY TO BE ABLE TO PROVIDE 
A RESPONSE TO FOREIGN MINISTER CHOI'S REQUEST FOR US NAVAL 
ASSISTANCE IN THE SEARCH FOR KAL 858, AND SUGGESTED 
LANGUAGE FOR A PUBLIC REFERENCE BY CHOI TO OUR USE OF 
OVERHEAD MEANS IN THE SEARCH. ON THE LATTER POINT, 
POLCOUNS REMINDED SOH OF OUR SENSITIVITY TO SUCH 
REFERENCES AND THE SPECIFIC NEED IN THIS CASE TO AVOID ANY 
STATEMENTS EMBARRASSING TO THE BURMESE WHOSE COOPERATION 
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E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: PTER, PREL, KN, KS 

SUBJECT: KAL 858: POLCOUNS' DEC 8 MEETING WITH MOFA 
WILL BE REQUIRED IN A NAVAL SEARCH. (RANGOON 7439 ARRIVED 
SUBSEQUENT TO OUR MEETING WITH SOH.) HE TOOK THE POINT 
BUT NOTED THAT THE ROKG HAS ALREADY INFORMED THE MEDIA 
THAT "THE US IS DOING ITS BEST TO HELP US WITH ALL 
AVAILABLE MEANS, INCLUDING SATELLITES". HE INDICATED THAT 
THE ROKG CANNOT NOW RETRACT THIS ANNOUNCEMENT BUT WOULD 
NOT GO BEYOND IT IN ANY FUTURE STATEMENT. 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 



7 . SOH SAID THAT PLANS FOR A MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR THE 
VICTIMS OF KAL 858 ARE ON HOLD OWING TO THE OBJECTIONS OF 
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FAMILY MEMBERS WHO BELIEVE THAT THIS STEP SHOULD NOT BE 
TAKEN UNTIL THE WRECKAGE HAS BEEN LOCATED AND THE DEATH OF 
ALL ABOARD CONFIRMED. LILLEY## 
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